i. Endorsements

Praise for Philip Peters Caribbean WOW 2.0


- "Philip Peters has assembled a collection of fascinating facts about one of the most fascinating, culturally diverse and least understood regions of our own hemisphere: The Caribbean. Worthwhile for anyone who wants a better understanding of what the Caribbean is about, beyond its beaches, hotels and restaurants."

Don Bohning, Latin America Editor, The Miami Herald

- "Philip Peters has researched meticulously the islands of the Caribbean and produced an important and engaging reference work that contributes much toward a better understanding and appreciation of the region. His book will win many new friends for the islands I love."

James A. Mitchner

- "For the special relationship between the United States and the Caribbean, Philip Peters creates a curiosity itch that demands to be examined and scratched. Before Columbus - beyond Chisholsm and all between - with secluded coves of facts and knowledge to enjoy."

Dante B. Fascell, Former Chairman, House Way and Means Committee, U.S Congress

- "Philip's work is an excellent compilation that is serious, informative, and beautifully written. I am truly amazed at the depth and amazing variety of our contributions to what some would call 'the fund of civilization.' I look forward to see it in print."

Miguel A. Bretos
Counselor to the Secretary for Community Affairs and Special Projects, Smithsonian Institution

- "Philip Peters has done a masterful job of blending the history of the Caribbean into an entertaining and informative book of easy reading. His love for the islands is reflected here and passes through to the reader."

Edward Bollinger, Vice President, Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd

- "What a great way to examine the historical commonality and cultural links between the countries of the Caribbean and the United States of America. Thinking of my own experiences of working in countries in that part of the world, it is always these small 'mini-historical events that connect our countries. Doing business or visiting the Caribbean for pleasure, the information you impart in Philip's book will definitely be of valuable use." 

Jon Arthur, Regional Director - South America
U.S Department of Commerce

- "For those of us who have lived and worked there, the Caribbean islands hold s special attraction; for those yet to visit, there are unique delights in store. Philip Peters in his well-researched new work provides a comprehensive insight into the warmth of the Caribbean peoples and the importance of their culture, and does so in an engaging way that is certain to delight old and new friends of the fascinating region alike."

Michael Hayes, International Editor, Miami Today

-"Caribbean Wow and its American connection gives readers new insight into the past, present and future of this increasingly important region. It is a 'must read' for everyone interested in our neighboring area's culture and economics."

S.J. Boldrick, Association of Caribbean University, Research and Institutional Libraries

-"Philip Peters certainly has assembled a wealth of interesting information about the Caribbean and its connections to North America, Europe, and Latin America."

Michael J. Youngman, Director of Marketing, Caribbean Tourism Organization

- "Caribbean Wow by Philip Peters is more than just fascinating. It is a meticulously researched, well-organized, readable book full of amazing facts. It will help you understand and love the Caribbean people with their diversity, charm, and way of life. Having lived in the Caribbean for 27 years, we wish we had had the book before we started our Yachting resorts in 1969. It will be very helpful to anyone thinking of starting a business in the Caribbean or retiring there."

Virginia C. Cary
Co-founder, The Moorings

- "Philip Peters helps unravel the mysteries of the Caribbean. As you island hop through the book, you will discover little known facts that will surprise and delight you. For anyone interested in the Caribbean, this book is a little treasure to read and to keep, or share with a friend."

Arlene Hoffman, Director of Marketing, Caribbean/Latin America, Dow Jones

- "Philip Peters has clearly fulfilled his goal of creating and absorbing an accessible reference work on the Caribbean American encounter, which is replete with fascinating detail."

Dr. Dennis J. Gayle, University Director,
Office of International Education, Program and Activities, Florida International University

Praise for Philip Peters debut novel Caribbean ZEN

"Everyone in this world has a unique song to sing, a personal story to tell.  Philip Peters has served up his with Caribbean ZEN.  In an age where cynicism, narrow-mindedness, and cutting corners have become all too prevalent, Peters offers us a tale of the opposite – the hard but hopeful work of opening one's heart to discovery, love, and the deepest parts of ourselves. In doing so, he reminds us what makes for a meaningful life, a life that fulfills one's purpose on the planet. Feel the breeze of Caribbean Zen and breathe in deeply."

{Philip Toshio Sudo: Author of the books, Zen 24/7, Zen Guitar Zen Computer and Zen Sex}

ii. Synopsis
Caribbean WOW 2.0

“From Alexander Hamilton to Amazon.com’s Jeff Bezos – The Compelling History of People of Caribbean Ancestry’s Impact on America”

CARIBBEAN WOW 2.0 accentuates Caribbean peoples contribution to American nation building. It will forever change your perspective on U.S. social history in relationship to the Caribbean. Beginning with Colin Powell the first Jamaican-American Secretary of State and Amazon.com Jeff Bezos, whose father is a Bay of Pigs Cuban immigrant, Caribbean WOW 2.0 offers a second iteration – a step up from the 1.0 perspective of the region’s importance for only fun and sun.

Did you know that Alexander Hamilton was Caribbean born, the City of Chicago was founded by a Haitian, Pissaro, father of Impressionism was also Caribbean born - and America's independence was first recognized in the Caribbean - and not France as is popularly recorded in history books and popularly taught in US classrooms? 

Discover Alberto Vilar the Caribbean money manager and philanthropist who pioneered technology institutional fund investing and has emerged as the biggest financial support of the performing arts in the U.S, Europe and Russia. Caribbean WOW 2.0 also introduces you to Kellogg’s Caribbean born CEO and many more exceptional stories of the human potential. The book also features great minds from Puerto Rico including movie star Raul Julia and heads of the Small Business Administration, the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission and the first female surgeon general- all Puerto Rican women.

Caribbean Wow! has received 14 major endorsement, including, the late James Mitchner, and Dante Fascell, a past Chairman of the U.S House Ways and Means Committee, the Smithsonian, The Miami Herald and many more.


After reading this book, you concept of the Caribbean and its immigrant population will never be the same. It temporarily shifts you perspective from looking at the region and its peoples as merely a fun stop over and forces you to see their intellectual, social, political and economic contribution to America nation building.

The book, written with both humor and candor reminds one of Thomas Cahill’s, important book, “How the Irish Saved Civilization,” and the high level of regard it focused on the Irish contribution to Western culture.

CaribbeanZEN

If you have read, Herman Hesse's Siddharta, Richard Bode's Beachcombing at Miramar or Paulo Coelho's, The Alchemist - then CaribbeanZEN is surely a book for you. It’s a book written with the contemporary executives in mind- those beholden to stress and IT excesses. The book, however is a spiritual unfolding, relevant to anyone seeking to make philosophical sense of their post September 11th lives.

In the Wee hours of a New Year's morning a senior Wall Street and Silicon Alley investment banker/venture capitalist, John Jacobson, is summoned in a dream. Desiring answers to philosophical questions about career, his relationship and matters of inner balance, he finds a conduit. He is to visit an old wise woman, Isha, in a small, remote, and sparsely populated island, straddling the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.

He ultimately meets her for one week on this mysterious island. Their encounter exposes John to a cluster of mystical codes drawn from the heart of the cosmos and the sanctum of the soul. The revelation that Isha shares with John comes during five intense days of dialogue and incessant probing. Peters uses as motifs, a simple island setting and the monumental awareness of a “Feminine Soul” of goddess-like stature, as a paradoxical stepping-stones to explore the authentic path to self-discovery and personal enlightenment. 

As it were, a philosophical discussion encompassing the great thinkers, spiritualists and writers from all walks of life and diverse segments of time. Their dialogue covers wisdom and insights from The East, The West and Native Peoples. 

Ultimately, John's life, and those who subsequently come into contact with him, is forever changed. CaribbeanZEN, though a fictional journey into the alchemy of balance and self-authenticity - captures your real attention. The questions asked and the answers explored seem to resonate the central themes for all those on a quest for the authentic life. Peters' debut novel is a work of erudition, spiritual tension and intellectual ferment.
 


Caribbean Oracles

“How an island visitor a century ago foresaw the new economy”


Caribbean Oracles is part biography, part social commentary and part essay. The book discusses the fascinating futuristic highlights of Arthur Bird's work, "Looking Forward," published in 1899. Bird, a former American vice-consul to Haiti in the 1890s, is an unheralded American futuristic mind that wrote about bold technological insights defining the 21st century.

 
Peters brings the genius of Bird alive by focusing on the thirty plus prediction made about America and Europe relevant to the new millennium. Robotics, expedited mail delivery, a communication boom, spousal laws against battery, anti-smoking laws and a fascination with the planet Mars are part of the amazing exactness of Birds predictions. 

To offer contextual depth to the work, Peters gives us a riveting glimpse into the 1890s and parallels it with our last hyper growth decade of the 1990s. The reader will be stunned by the similarity in themes and preoccupations of the time. The book is short but truly fascinating. To conclude the work, Peters throws the futuristic technology mantle on the shoulders of a new American seer and also offers some intriguing insights of his very own. 

iii. Bio

Philip’s life has undergone several beginnings and transformations, spanning from his simple and meaningful Caribbean island foundation to his present sojourn in the United States. In his professional life he has been a Derivative Trader, an international business consultant for companies like Dun & Bradstreet and Mitsui. He’s also been an international Manager for Dow Jones & Company and has held senior positions with internet companies. At present he’s chief executive of Zagada Markets,(www.zagada.com)  a digitally focused initiative with clients such as Microsoft, Nortel Networks, DHL Worldwide, Overdrive, and the Government of Jamaica. He also gives technology strategy advice to the Organization of American States, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the International Trade Department of the State of Florida. 


As he developed his business career he concurrently worked on his artistic interest in writing and music. Having earned degrees in journalism from the University of the West Indies, and a one year exposure to the Jazz vocal program at the University of Miami, Philip embarked on writing commissioned musical peaces for Florida and Caribbean events as well as writing articles and criticism for South Florida publication and internet sites. His central literary focus though, has been his commitment to his Caribbean trilogy, Caribbean WOW 2.0(non fiction), Caribbean ZEN (a debut novel) and Caribbean Oracles (review and commentary).

The books have been launched as e-books on Amazon.com, as well as distributed through 58 other e-publishers through Overdrive.com’s Content Reserve(www.contentreserve.com). By all accounts, Philip is the Caribbean’s first e-author. He’s also the first from the Caribbean to publish his music as digital assets, with 14 of his tracks made available since 2000, at www.MP3.com/philippeters. Philip has lectured and given seminars in France, England, the Caribbean and different parts of the United States. Philip’s education has taken him through the University of the West Indies,(Journalism) Cambridge University(A’level English & History Certification), Florida Memorial College(graduated head of the Business Class), and Carnegie Mellon University(PhD. Fellowship). Philip is now redirecting the second part of his life to focus on his artistic endeavors.

